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CONGRATULATIONS  MR.  BALZEKAS 

by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Our  LNA  Charter  Member,  Stanley  Balzekas  and  his  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture,  had  been  a beacon  of  Lithuanian  culture,  arts  and  history  in 
the  United  States  for  decades.  Besides  displaying  Lithuanian  cultural  artifacts, 
the  museum  is  a home  for  many  cultural  and  social  activities  which  not  only 
informs  foreigners  about  Lithuania  and  Lithuanians  but  also  instilles  and  fosters  in 
Lithuanians  a love  of  our  heritage,  to  young  and  old.  Further,  Mr.  Balzekas's 
museum  houses  the  most  extensive  Lithuanian  numismatic  collection  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  with  our  Editor,  Frank  Passic,  being  its  founder  and  curator.  For 
those  of  you  who  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  meeing  Mr.  Balzekas  and  visiting 
the  Balzekas  Museum,  I very  strongly  recommend  it. 

Thus,  it  is  most  appropriate  and  gratifying  that  the  Government  of 
Lithuania  awarded  the  Balzekas  Museum  the  'Lithuanian  Millennium  Star'  in 
recognition  of  Mr.  Balzekas's  efforts  through  his  museum  in  preserving  and 
promoting  Lithuanian  culture,  history  and  art  in  the  U.S.A.  Congratulations  Mr. 
Balzekas! 


Stanley  Balzekas  accepts  from  Vygaudas  Usackas, 
Lithuania's  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair,  the  'Lithua- 
nian Millennium  Star'  decoration. 


The  'Lithuanian  Millennium  Star'  decoration. 


IN  MEMORIUM 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  passing  on 
October  16,  2009  of  AGNES  ROSE  ALONES,  beloved  wife  of  Vince 
Alones.  Vince  Alones  is  a Charter  Member  and  the  patriarch  of  our 
LNA  organization.  Agnes  had  been  sick  for  some  time.  In  the  past, 
she  had  accompanied  Vince  to  LNA  meetings,  even  when  in  a wheel 
chair. 

From  all  of  our  membership,  we  offer  the  most  heartfelt 
condolences  to  Mr.  Alones.  May  his  dear  wife  rest  in  peace,  we  pray. 


LITHUANIAN  MILLENNIUM  STAR 

by  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

In  preparation  for  the  Millennium,  the 
Lithuanian  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  instituted  the 
Lithuanian  Millennium  Star  decoration  in  2007  so 
as  to  recognise  Lithuanian  citizens  as  well  as  foreign 
nationals  for  their  exceptional  contributions  in 
promoting  the  name  of  Lithuania,  fostering  and 
developing  relations  between  Lithuania  and  other 
countries  and  for  merits  in  Lithuanian  civil  service. 

To  date,  well  over  a hundred  of  these 
decorations  has  been  awarded.  Besides  our  very 
own  Mr.  Stanley  Balzekas,  other  recipients  are 
notables  such  as  Valdas  Adamkus,  former  President 
of  Lithuania;  Lech  Walesa,  former  President  of 
Poland;  Gabrielius  Zemkalnis,  President  of  the 
World  Lithuanian  Community,  Lee  Edwards,  the 
force  behind  the  Victims  of  Communism  monument 
in  Washington  DC;  Joseph  Woods,  Security  Advisor 
to  the  US  Vice-President;  Itzhok  Meras,  a Lithua- 
nian-Jewish  writer;  and  so  on. 

This  beautiful  decoration  is  truly  an  appropriate  award 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  diplomatic  work  of  the  Lithuanian  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs.  All  of  Lithuanian  heritage  who  have  received  this  medal  should 
be  proud  of  their  contributions  to  the  diplomatic  successes  of  their  ancestral 
homeland,  not  only  since  the  restoration  of  independence,  but  also  during  the 
celebration  of  Lithuania's  millennium. 


Valdas  Adamkus,  Lithuania's 
former  President,  with  his 
Millennium  Star  decoration. 

to  all  who 
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Certificate  of  the  'Lithuanian  Millennium  Star'  awarded  to  the 
Balzekas  Museum  by  Lithuania's  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  on 
March  4,  2009. 
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MORE  MILLENIUM  NUMISMATICS 

To  commemorate  our  millenium,  the  Lithuanian  firm  'Monetq 
Namai'  (in  English:  'Home  of  Coins')  had  the  Mint  of  Lithuanian  mint  a 
medal  designed  by  Giedrius  Paulauskis. 

At  the  top  of  the  obverse  is  the  elliptical 
emblem  of  the  Millenium.  A fragment  of 
an  ancient  map  of  the  Lithuanian  Empire 
with  MAG  NVS  / DVCA  TVS  / LI  TH  VA  in 
three  lines  is  on  the  remaining  face  of  the 
medal.  Around  the  edge  is  the  legend 
TUKSTANTAMETIS  LIETUVOS  VARDO, 
meaning  'Millenium  of  Lithuanina's  Name' 

On  the  reverse  is  a fragment  from  the 
Quedlinburg  Annals  with  a feather 
highlighting  the  name  of  Lithuania  'LITUA'. 

Around  the  edge  is  the  Latin  inscription 
MILLENNIUM  NOMINI  LITHUANIAE, 
meaning  the  same  as  the  Lithuanian  version 
on  the  obverse. 

The  medal  is  37.0  mm  diameter  and 
about  2.5  mm  thick.  It  weights  20  grams 
and  is  a 75  copper/25  nickel  alloy.  Though 
innitially  10,000  were  minted,  the  qualtity 
has  been  increased  to  20,000.  The  medal 
has  a proof  mirror  finish  and  matted  relief  surfaces.  The  medal  comes 
in  a plastic  case  and  with  a numbered  certificate  of  authenticity.  The 
medal  is  priced  at  29  litai  and  8 litai  for  shipping,  for  a total  of  37  litai  - 
assuming  an  exchange  rate  of  2.33  litai  to  the  US  dollar,  about  US 
$15.90. 

There  is  also  a silver  version  available  for  about  160  litai,  or  about 
$69. 

The  'Monetq  Namai'  firm  is  a private  enterprise  not  unlike  the 
Franklin  Mint  here  in  the  States.  It  deals  in  high-end  collectable 
numismatic  items.  Besides  selling  medals  dealing  with  Lithuania 
history,  it  offers  foreign  collectable  items  such  as  the  2008  US  one 
dollar  coin  (31.1  grams,  40.6  mm  diameter,  99.9%  silver  and  in  proof 


finish  for  67  litai  - 
about  $29);  a 1982 
issue  George  Wa- 
shington half  dollar 
(30.6  mm  diameter, 
90%  silver  and  in 
proof  finish  for  167 
litai  - about  $72); 
and  an  Isle  of  Man 
1 /25th  ounce  gold 
coin  dated  2008 
(13.92  mm  dia- 
meter, 1.22  gram 
weight,  99.99% 
gold  and  in  proof 
finish  for  357  litai  - 
about  $153). 

Contact  informa- 
tion for  the  firm 
'Monetu  Namai'  is: 
UAB  "Monetp  Na- 
mai"; Naugarduko 
3;  LT -01 141;  Vil- 
nius, Lithuania;  Te- 
lephone 8 5 274  20 
27;  www.monetuna 
mai.lt 
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On  the  right  is  a copy 
of  a Certificate  of 
Authenticity  for  the 

'Monety  Namai'  millenium  medal.  Listed  are:  issue  date  (2009),  weight  (20  gm), 
diameter  (37.0  mm),  designer  (Giedrius  Paulauskis),  mint  (Mint  of  Lithuania), 
ordering  party  (Monety  Namai),  composition  (cooper-nickel  75/25),  grade  (proof 
with  matte  relief,  "proof-like"),  mintage  (10,000).  Also,  a statement  that  the 
authenticity  of  the  medal  is  guaranteed  for  an  unlimited  period  of  time.  The 
certificate  is  signed  by  a Remigijus  Dinda  of  the  firm  'Monety  Namai'. 


6. 


w 


Parodos  "Vytis:  istorija  ir  daile"  zenklas.  UAB 

Mclalo  meninio  a^dirbrnio  centres,  Kaunas, 
2009  O 28  mm.  CDM 


Another  item  issued  on  the  occasion  of  the  Millenium  is  a 28  mm 
diameter  bronze  medal  designed  and  manufactured  by  Aloyzas 
jonusaukas  in  his  firm  'Metalo  meninio  apdirbimo  centras'  (Center  for 

Metalic  Art  Works)  in  Kaunas.  The  medal 
weights  18.7  grams.  The  ribbon  is  a woven  in 
the  colors  of  the  Lithuanian  flag  yellow- 
green-red  and  is  very  similar  to  the  woven 
Lithuanian  tricolors  worn  above  the  left  shirt 
pockets  of  Lithuanian  scouts. 

On  the  obverse  is  the  current  version  of 
the  Lithuanian  arms  - The  Vytis*,  an 
equestrian  figure  holding  with  his  upraised 
right  hand  a broadsword  and  his  shield  is 
charged  with  the  Jogalian  Apostolic  Cross**. 
The  Vytis  takes  up  a substantial  portion  of  the  obverse,  but  along  the 
edges  is  interspersed  the  legend  VYTIS  ISTORIJA  IR  DAILE  2009, 
meaning:  Vytis,  history  and  art  2009.  The  reverse  is  blank. 

This  medal  was  manufactured  in  very  limited  quantities  and  was 
given  only  to  those  individuals  who  were  involved  in  the  preparation 
for  and  implementation  of  the  exhibit  prepared  specifically  to 
commemorate  the  Millennium  by  the  M.  K.  Ciurlionis  National  Fine 
Arts  Museum  in  Kaunas. 

The  exhibit  celebrates  the  Vytis  in  various  depictions  and  forms  and 
in  various  media  throughout  the  ages:  on  coins,  banknotes,  medals, 
organizational  badges,  pins,  maps,  chronicle  title  pages,  postage 
stamps,  posters,  postcards,  paintings,  flags,  cockades,  belt  buckles, 
plaques,  statuets,  carvings,  etc.  A catalog  of  the  items  exhibited  was 
published  with  high  quality  photographs  of  each  item  in  display.  The 
descriptions  are  bilingual  - Lithuanian  and  English,  though  the  English 
translations  are  a little  rough.  Nonetheless,  this  catalog  makes  a nice 
visual  reference  for  the  various  artistic  styles  in  which  the  Vytis  has 
come  down  to  us.  Copies  of  the  catalog  can  be  procured  by  contacting 


*East  and  south  of  the  Germanic  cultures,  a 'vytis'  was  a military  hero.  To  be 
proclaimed  a 'vytis',  then,  was  the  same  as  being  awarded  a military  decoration 
for  combat  valor  today. 

**King  Jogalia  (1350,  1 377-1434)  adopted  the  Apostolic  Cross  as  his  personal 
coat-of-arms  and  it  was  later  used  by  all  his  descendants  as  a dynastic  arms. 
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Cover  and  title  page  of  the  catalog  for  the  exhibit  'Vytis:  Istorija  ir  Daile'  at  the  M.K.  ( i u rl  ion  is  National 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in  Kaunas  organized  specifically  to  commemorate  Lithuania's  Millennium.  Ihis  catalog  is 
a must  for  all  interested  in  the  most  important  arms  of  the  Lithuanian  nation  and  state. 


the  Director  of  the  Ciurlionis  Museum,  Osvaldas  Daugelis  at:  M.K. 
Ciurlionio  Dailes  Muziejus;  V.  Putvinskio  g.  55;  LT-44248,  Kaunas; 
Lithuania  or  by  e-mail  at  mkc.info@takas.lt.  Again,  the  title  of  the  book 
is:  'Vytis:  istorija  ir  daile'  and  the  identifier  codes  are:  ISBN  978-9955- 
03-568-8  and  UDK  342.2(474.5)(091  )(06)Vi329. 

ASSESSING  BRUNO 

by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Looking  at  a Millennium  coin  or  medal,  one  might  wonder  what  sort 
of  man  was  this  Bruno,  because  of  whose  activities  Lithuania  now 
celebrates  its  Millenium  so  vigorously.  Although  the  Annales  of 
Quedlinburge  say  little  of  Bruno's  biography,  there  are  over  20 
chronicles  in  Western  Europe  which  speak  of  Bruno.  Some  offer  rather 
long  entries  from  which  can  be  gleaned  details  about  Bruno.  Melding 
these  entries,  a picture  of  Bruno's 
personality  and  modus  operandi  can  be 
posited.  For  those  of  our  membership 
who  are  interested  in  pursuing  such  an 
task,  there  is  a book  published  in  2006 
which  presents  entries  from  these  20+ 
chronicles.  For  each  chronicle,  on  one 
page  is  presented  the  chronicle's  history 
with  regard  to  where  and  when  the 
chronicle  or  its  copy  was  first  found, 
information  about  when  first  published 
and  where  the  chronicle  or  its  copy  is 
currently  housed.  On  the  next  page,  the 
segment  of  Latin  text  dealing  with 
Bruno,  is  given  and  on  the  facing  page, 
the  Lithaunian  translation.  Thus, 
segments  of  all  known  Western 
European  chronicles  which  mention  Bruno  are  opened  for  all  who  can 
read  Latin  or  Lithuanian.  The  book  is  '1009  metai:  Sv.  Brunono 
Kverfurtiecio  misija'  (The  year  1009:  The  Mission  of  St.  Bruno  of 
Quedlingburg),  and  the  identifiers  are  ISBN  9955-656-22-0  and  UDK 
23/28(430):929BrunoTu33.  On  the  cover  is  one  of  the  many  frescos 
about  Bruno's  life  found  in  the  Pazaisliai  Church  near  Kaunas. 
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On  reading  this  record,  each  of  us  can  glean  what  each  of  us  finds 
informative  about  Bruno  and  each  of  us  can  assess  the  measure  of  this 
man.  As  for  me,  I find  that  Bruno,  though  of  exception  intellegence 
and  talent,  from  childhood  to  the  very  end,  was  a person  who  kept 
himself  out  of  the  mainstream  of  human  interactions  - in  his  childhood, 
he  did  not  play  with  his  playmate;  on  maturity,  he  did  not  find  lasting 
satisfaction  in  any  position  he  found  himself  and  was  constantly  moving 
on  to  other  enterprises,  often  without  the  approval  of  the  people  in 
authority  over  him  - traits  which  no  doubt  contributed  to  his  meeting 
his  untimely  death.  I would  assess  him  as  a person  who,  in  our 
contemporary  terminology,  would  be  considered  a perpetual  thrill 
seeker,  one  who  can  well  organize  a garden  and  provide  for  its 
maintenance,  but  one  who  could  not  himself  tend  to  it  for  any  length  of 
time  and  be  satisfied.  But,  each  of  us  who  is  interested,  can  read  the 
surviving  records  and  reach  our  own  conclusions. 

ABOUT  SEALS  . . . 

by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Numismatics  encompases  not  only  coins,  banknotes  and  securities; 
but  also  medals,  decorations  and  seals  i.e.,  media  of  exchange  and/or 
items  requiring  engraved  dies.  To  date,  we've  covered  Lithuanian  coins 
and  banknotes  rather  well,  given  the  limitation  of  being  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  With  Lithuanian  medals  and  decorations,  we  could 
present  more  articles.  However,  with  regard  to  seals,  we  have  a real 
dearth  which  we  will  begin  to  remedy. 

Since  the  year  2010  is  the  600th  anniversary  of  the  july  15,  1410 
Battle  of  Zalgiris  (Grunwald/Tannenburg),  we  will  begin  in  the  next 
issue  with  the  seals  of  the  two  Lithuanian  kings  who  together  made  this 
unique  military  victory  possible:  King  jogalia/jacob/Ladislaws  II  and 
Lord  Vytautas/Vygantas/Alexander. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

This  is  a FREE  service  to  LNA 
members.  List  your  needs  here! 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of 

Lithuania,  Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941 
only.  Send  photocopies  or  description 
with  price  to:  ].  R.  Greene,  26 
Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to 
1708,  especially  gold.  Please  send  me 
a list  of  what  you  have  for  my  generous 
offer.  Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792, 
Tucson,  AZ  85752.  E-mail:  lith57@aol. 
com. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  1923  First 

National  Census  badge.  Frank  Passic, 
900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224.  E- 
mail:  albionpf@  hotmail.com. 

WANTED:  High  grade  early  Lithuanian 
(pre-WWII)  banknotes  for  personal 
collection.  Robert  Pletta,  P.O.  Box 
480,  Friendsville,  MD  21531-0480.  E- 
mail:  rpletta@gcnetmail.net. 

FOR  SALE:  DOUBLE  DIE  1936  silver 
Vytautas  the  Great  10  litp:  #2  obverse 
and  #4  reverse.  Both  $55  each,  XF 
condition.  Frank  Passic,  9000  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224,  E-mail:  albionfp 
@hotmail.com. 


FOR  SALE:  Various  Lithuanian  silver  50 
litij  commemorative  coins.  Call  us  at 
(773)  583-6500  or  e-mail  us  at 

giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org  to  see 
what  we  have  and  for  prices.  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  Gift 
Shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
IL  60629. 

ASSISTANCE  OFFERED:  Will  look  for 
and/or  assist  in  obtaining  collectable 
numismatic  items  in  Lithuania. 
Contact  by  mail:  Marius  Urbalis; 
Kniaudiskip  50-10;  LT-37123, 

Panevezys;  Lithuania  or  by  e-mail: 
marius@filosofija.org 
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